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American Legal History – Russell
Public Lands Statutes
1 Public Statutes at Large of the United States
Chap. XXIX.—An Act providing for the Sale of the Lands of the United States,
in the territory northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky
river.[FN omitted]
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That a Surveyor General shall be
appointed, whose duty it shall be to engage a sufficient number of skilful
surveyors, as his deputies; whom he shall cause, without delay, to survey and mark
the unascertained outlines of the lands lying northwest of the river Ohio, and above
the mouth of the river Kentucky, in which the titles of the Indian tribes have been
extinguished, and to divide the same in the manner herein after directed; he shall
have authority to frame regulations and instructions for the government of his
deputies; to administer the necessary oaths, upon their appointments; and to
remove them for negligence or misconduct in office.
Sec. 2. Be It further enacted, That the part of the said lands, which has not been
already conveyed by letters patent, or divided, in pursuance of an ordinance in
Congress, passed on the twentieth of May, one thousand seven hundred and eightyfive, or which has not been heretofore, and during the present session of Congress
may not be appropriated for satisfying military land bounties, and for other
purposes, shall be divided by north and south lines run according to the true
meridian, and by others crossing them at right angles, so as to form townships of
six miles square, unless where the line of the late Indian purchase, or of tracts of
land heretofore surveyed or patented, or the course of navigable rivers may render
it impracticable; and then this rule shall be departed from no further than such
particular circumstances may require. The corners of the townships shall be
marked with progressive numbers from the beginning; each distance of a mile
between the said corners shall be also distinctly marked with marks different from
those of the corners. One half of the said townships, taking them alternatively,
shall be subdivided into sections, containing, as nearly as may be, six hundred and
forty acres each, by running through the same, each way, parallel lines, at the end
of every two miles; and by marking a corner, on each of the said lines, at the end of
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every mile; the sections shall be numbered respectively, beginning with the
number one, in the northeast section, and proceeding west and east alternately,
through the township with progressive numbers, till the thirty-sixth be completed.
And it shall be the duty of the deputy surveyors, respectively, to cause to be
marked, on a tree near each corner made, as aforesaid, and within the section, the
number of such section, and over it, the number of the township, within which such
section may be; and the said deputies shall carefully note, in their respective fieldbooks, the names of the corner trees marked, and the numbers so made: The
fractional parts of townships shall be divided into sections, in manner aforesaid,
and the fractions of sections shall be annexed to, and sold with, the adjacent entire
sections. All lines shall be plainly marked upon trees, and measured with chains,
containing two perches of sixteen feet and one half each, subdivided into twentyfive equal links, and the chain shall be adjusted to a standard to be kept for that
purpose. Every surveyor shall note in his field-book the true situations of all mines,
salt licks, salt springs and mill seats, which shall come to his knowledge; all water
courses, over which the line he runs shall pass; and also the quality of the lands.
These field-books shall be returned to the Surveyor General, who shall therefrom
cause a description of the whole lands surveyed, to be made out and transmitted to
the officers who may superintend the sales: He shall also cause a fair plat to be
made of the townships, and fractional parts of townships, contained in the said
lands, describing the subdivisions thereof, and the marks of the corners. This plat
shall be recorded in books to be kept for that purpose; a copy thereof shall be kept
open at the Surveyor General’s office, for public information; and other copies sent
to the places of the sale, and to the Secretary of the Treasury.
***
Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury, after receiving the
aforesaid plats, shall forthwith give notice, in one newspaper in each of the United
States, and of the territories northwest and south of the river Ohio, of the times of
sale; which shall, in no case, be less than two months from the date of the notice;
and the sales at the different places shall not commence, within less than one
month of each other: And when the governor of the western territory, or Secretary
of the Treasury, shall find it necessary to adjourn, or suspend the sales under their
direction, respectively, for more than three days, at any one time, notice shall be
given in the public newspapers, of such suspension, and at what time the sales will
re-commence.
Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That immediately after the passing of this act, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall, in the manner herein before directed, advertise for
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sale, the lands remaining unsold in the seven ranges of townships, which were
surveyed, in pursuance of an ordinance of Congress, passed the twentieth of May,
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-five, including the lands drawn for the
army, by the late Secretary of War, and also those heretofore sold, but not paid for;
the townships which by the said ordinance, are directed to be sold entire, shall be
offered for sale, at public vendue in Philadelphia, under the direction of the
Secretary of the Treasury, in quarter townships, reserving the four centre sections,
according to the directions of this act. The townships, which, by the said ordinance,
are directed to be sold in sections, shall be offered for sale at public vendue, in
Pittsburg, under the direction of the governor or secretary of the western territory,
and such person as the President may specially appoint for that purpose, by
sections of one mile square each, reserving the four centre sections, as aforesaid;
and all fractional townships shall also be sold in sections, at Pittsburg, in the
manner, and under the regulations provided by this act, for the sale of fractional
townships: Provided always, That nothing in this act shall authorize the sale of
those lots, which have been heretofore reserved in the townships already sold.
Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the highest bidder for any tract of land, sold by
virtue of this act, shall deposit, at the time of sale, one twentieth part of the amount
of the purchase money; to be forfeited, if a moiety of the sum bid, including the
said twentieth part, is not paid within thirty days, to the treasurer of the United
States, or to such person as shall be appointed by the President of the United
States, to attend the places of sale for that purpose; and upon payment of a moiety
of the purchase money, within thirty days, the purchaser shall have one year’s
credit for the residue; and shall receive from the Secretary of the Treasury, or the
governor of the western territory, (as the case may be) a certificate describing the
land sold, the sum paid on account, the balance remaining due, the time when such
balance becomes payable; and that the whole land sold will be forfeited, if the said
balance is not then paid; but that if it shall be duly discharged, the purchaser, or his
assignee, or other legal representative, shall be entitled to a patent for the said
lands: And on payment of the said balance to the treasurer, within the specified
time, and producing to the Secretary of State a receipt for the same, upon the
aforesaid certificate, the President of the United States is hereby authorized to
grant a patent for the lands to the said purchaser, his heirs or assigns: And all
patents shall be counter-signed by the Secretary of State, and recorded in his office.
But if there should be a failure in any payment, the sale shall be void, all the
money theretofore paid on account of the purchase shall be forfeited to the United
States, and the lands thus sold shall be again disposed of, in the same manner as if
a sale had never been made: Provided nevertheless, that should any purchaser
make payment of the whole purchase money, at the time when the payment of the
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first moiety is directed to be made, he shall be entitled to a deduction of ten per
centum on the part, for which a credit is hereby directed to be given; and his patent
shall be immediately issued.
Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury, and the governor
of the territory north west of the river Ohio, shall respectively, cause books to be
kept, in which shall be regularly entered, an account of the dates of all the sales
made, the situation and numbers of the lots sold, the price at which each was struck
off, the money deposited at the time of sale, and the dates of the certificates
granted to the different purchasers. The governor, or secretary of the said Territory
shall, at every suspension or adjournment, for more than three days, of the sales
under their direction, transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury, a copy of the said
books, certified to have been duly examined and compared with the original. And
all tracts sold under this act, shall be noted upon the general plat, after the
certificate has been granted to the purchaser.
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all navigable rivers, within the territory to
be dis-posed of by virtue of this act, shall be deemed to be, and remain public
highways: And that in all cases, where the opposite banks of any stream, not
navigable, shall belong to different persons, the stream and the bed thereof shall
become common to both.
Approved, May 18, 1796.

3 Public Statutes at Large of the United States
Chap. LI.—An Act making further provision for the sale of the public lands.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the first day of July next, all
the public lands of the United States, the sale of which is, or may be authorized by
law, shall, when offered at public sale, to the highest bidder, be offered in half
quarter sections; and when offered at private sale, may be purchased, at the option
of the purchaser, either in entire sections, half sections, quarter sections, or half
quarter sections; and in every case of the division of a quarter section, the line for
the division thereof shall run north and south, and the corners and contents of half
quarter sections which may thereafter be sold, shall be ascertained in the manner,
and on the principles directed and prescribed by the second section of an act
entitled, "An act concerning the mode of surveying the public lands of the United
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States," passed on the eleventh day of February, eighteen hundred and five; and
fractional sections, containing one hundred and sixty acres, or upwards, shall, in
like manner, as nearly as practicable, be sub-divided into half quarter sections,
under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the
Treasury; but fractional sections, containing less than one hundred and sixty acres,
shall not be divided, but shall be sold entire: Provided, That this section shall not
be construed to alter any special provision made by law for the sale of land in town
lots.
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That credit shall not be allowed for the purchase
money on the sale of any of the public lands which shall be sold after the first day
of July next, but every purchaser of land sold at public sale thereafter, shall, on the
day of purchase, make complete payment therefor; and the purchaser at private sale
shall produce, to the register of the land office, a receipt from the treasurer of the
United States, or from the receiver of public moneys of the district, for the amount
of the purchase money on any tract, before he shall enter the same at the land
office; and if any person, being the highest bidder, at public sale, for a tract of land,
shall fail to make payment therefor, on the day on which the same was purchased,
the tract shall be again offered at public sale, on the next day of sale, and such
person shall not be capable of becoming the purchaser of that or any other tract
offered at such public sales.
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day of July next, the
price at which the public lands shall be offered for sale, shall be one dollar and
twenty-five cents an acre; and at every public sale, the highest bidder, who shall
make payment as aforesaid, shall be the purchaser; but no land shall be sold, either
at public or private sale, for a less price than one dollar and twenty-five cents an
acre; and all the public lands which shall have been offered at public sale before
the first day of July next, and which shall then remain unsold, as well as the lands
that shall thereafter be offered at public sale, according to law, and remain unsold
at the close of such public sales, shall be subject to be sold at private sale, by entry
at the land office, at one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, to be paid at the time
of making such entry as aforesaid; with the exception, however, of the lands which
may have reverted to the United States, for failure in payment, and of the
heretofore reserved sections for the future disposal of Congress, in the states of
Ohio and Indiana, which shall be offered at public sale, as hereinafter directed.
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no lands which have reverted, or which shall
hereafter revert, and become forfeited to the United States for failure in any
manner to make payment, shall, after the first day of July next, be subject to entry
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at private sale, nor until the same shall have been first offered to the highest bidder
at public sale; and all such lands which shall have reverted before the said first day
of July next, and which shall then belong to the United States, together with the
sections, and parts of sections, heretofore reserved for the future disposal of
Congress, which shall, at the time aforesaid, remain unsold, shall be offered at
public sale to the highest bidder, who shall make payment therefor, in half quarter
sections, at the land office for the respective districts, on such day or days as shall,
by proclamation of the President of the United States, be designated for that
purpose; and all lands which shall revert and become forfeited for failure of
payment after the said first day of July next, shall be offered in like manner at
public sale, at such time, or times, as the President shall by his proclamation
designate for the purpose: Provided, That no such lands shall be sold at any public
sales hereby authorized, for a less price than one dollar and twenty-five cents an
acre, nor on any other terms than that of cash payment; and all the lands offered at
such public sales, and which shall remain unsold at the close thereof, shall be
subject to entry at private sale, in the same manner, and at the same price with the
other lands sold at private sale, at the respective land offices.
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the several public sales authorized by this
act, shall, respectively, be kept open for two weeks, and no longer; and the
registers of the land office and the receivers of public money shall, each,
respectively, be entitled to five dollars for each day’s attendance thereon.
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in every case hereafter, where two or more
persons shall apply for the purchase, at private sale, of the same tract, at the same
time, the register shall determine the preference, by forthwith offering the tract to
the highest bidder.
Approved, April 24, 1820
Chap. XLVIII.—An Act for the relief of the purchasers of public lands, and for
the suppression of fraudulent practices at the public sales of the lands of the
United States.
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons shall, before or at
the time of the public sale of any of the lands of the United States, bargain,
contract or agree, or shall attempt to bargain, contract, or agree with any other
person or persons, that the last named person or persons, shall not bid upon, or
purchase the land so offered for sale, or any parcel thereof, or shall by intimidation,
combination, or unfair management, hinder or prevent, or attempt to hinder or
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prevent any person or persons from bidding upon or purchasing any tract or tracts
of land so offered for sale, every such offender, his, her, or their aiders and
abetters, being thereof duly convicted, shall, for every such offence, be fined not
exceeding one thousand dollars, or imprisoned not exceeding two years, or both in
the discretion of the court.
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons, shall, before, or at
the time of the public sale of any of the lands of the United States, enter into any
contract, bargain, agreement, or secret understanding with any other person or
persons, proposing to purchase such land, to pay or give to such purchasers for
such land, a sum of money, or other article of property, over and above the price at
which the land may or shall be bid off by such purchasers, every such contract,
bargain, agreement, or secret understanding, and every bond, obligation, or writing
of any kind whatsoever founded upon, or growing out of the same, shall be utterly
null and void. And any person or persons being a party to such contract, bargain,
agreement, or secret understanding, who shall or may pay to such purchasers, any
sum of money or other article of property, as aforesaid, over and above the
purchase money of such land, may sue for, and recover such excess from such
purchasers in any court having jurisdiction of the same. And if the party aggrieved,
have no legal evidence of such contract, bargain, agreement, or secret
understanding, or of the payment of the excess aforesaid, he may, by bill in equity,
compel such purchasers to make discovery thereof; and if in such case, the
complainant shall ask for relief, the court in which the bill is pending, may proceed
to final decree between the parties to the same; Provided, every such suit either in
law or equity shall be commenced within six years next, after the sale of said land
by the United States.
Approved, March 31, 1830.
Chap. CCVIII.--An Act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public
lands.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America, in Congress assembled, That every settler or occupant of the public
lands, prior to the passage of this act, who is now in possession, and cultivated any
part thereof in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, shall be, and
he is hereby, authorized to enter, with the register of the land office, for the district
in which such lands may lie, by legal subdivisions, any number of acres, not more
than one hundred and sixty or a quarter section, to include his improvement, upon
paying to the United States the then minimum price of said land: Provided,
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however, That no entry or sale of any land shall be made, under the provisions of
this act, which shall have been reserved for the use of the United States, or either
of the several states, in which any of the public lands may be situated.
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if two or more persons be settled upon the
same quarter section, the same may be divided between the two first actual settlers,
if, by a north and south, or east and west line, the settlement or improvement of
each can be included in a half quarter section; and in such case the said settlers
shall each be entitled to a pre-emption of eighty acres of land elsewhere in said
land district, so as not to interfere with other settlers having a right of preference.
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That prior to any entries being made under the
privileges given by this act, proof of settlement or improvement shall be made to
the satisfaction of the register and receiver of the land district in which such lands
may lie, agreeably to the rules to be prescribed by the commissioner of the general
land office for that purpose, which register and receiver shall each be entitled to
receive fifty cents for his services therein. And that all assignments and transfers of
the right of pre-emption given by this act, prior to the issuance of patents, shall be
null and void.
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall not delay the sale of any of the
public lands of the United States, beyond the time which has been, or may be,
appointed, for that purpose, by the President’s proclamation; nor shall any of the
provisions of this act be available to any person, or persons, who shall fail to make
the proof and payment required before the day appointed for the commencement of
the sales of lands, including the tract, or tracts, on which the right of preemption is
claimed; nor shall the right of pre-emption, contemplated by this act, extend to any
land, which is reserved from sale by act of Congress, or by order of the President,
or which may have been appropriated, for any purpose whatsoever.
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be and remain in force, for one
year from and after its passage.
Approved, May 29, 1830.

5 United States Statutes at Large, pp. 10-16.
Chap. LIV—An Act establishing the Territorial Government of Wisconsin.
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Be it enacted, by the Senate and House or Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That from and after the third day of July next, the
country included within the following boundaries shall constitute a separate
Territory, for the purposes of temporary government, by the name of
Wisconsin* * *
And after the said third day of July next, all power and authority of the
Government of Michigan in and over the Territory hereby constituted, shall cease:
Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to impair the rights
of person or property now appertaining to any Indians within the said Territory, so
long as such rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty between the United
States and such Indians, or to impair the obligations of any treaty now existing
between the United States and such Indians, or to impair or anywise to affect the
authority of the Government of the United States to make any regulations
respecting such Indians, their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, or law, or
otherwise, which it would have been competent to the Government to make if this
act had never been passed: Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be
construed to inhibit the Government of the United States from dividing the
Territory hereby established into one or more other Territories, in such manner,
and at such times, as Congress shall, in its discretion, deem convenient and proper,
or from attaching any portion of said Territory to any other State or Territory of the
United States.
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Executive power and authority in and
over the said Territory shall be vested in a Governor, who shall hold his office for
three years, unless sooner removed by the President of the United States. The
Governor shall reside within the said Territory, shall be commander-in-chief of the
militia thereof, shall perform the duties and receive the emoluments of
superintendent of Indian affairs, and shall approve of all laws passed by the
Legislative Assembly before they shall take effect; he may grant pardons for
offences against the laws of the said Territory, and reprieves for offences against
the laws of the United States, until the decision of the President can be made
known thereon; he shall commission all officers who shall be appointed to office
under the laws of the said Territory, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully
executed.
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a Secretary of the said
Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold his office for four years, unless sooner
removed by the President of the United States; he shall record and preserve all the
laws and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly hereinafter constituted, and all
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the acts and proceedings of the Governor in his executive department; he shall
transmit one copy of the laws and one copy of the Executive proceedings on or
before the first Monday in December in each year, to the President of the United
States, and at the same time, two copies of the laws to the Speaker of the House of
representatives, for the use of Congress. And in case of the death, removal,
resignation, or necessary absence, of the Governor from the Territory, the
Secretary shall have, and he is hereby authorized and required to execute and
perform, all the powers and duties of the Governor during such vacancy or
necessary absence.
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Legislative power shall be vested in a
Governor and a Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Assembly shall consist of a
Council and House of Representatives. The Council shall consist of thirteen
members, having the qualifications of voters as hereinafter prescribed, whose term
of service shall continue four years. The House of Representatives shall consist of
twenty-six members, possessing the same qualifications as prescribed for the
members of the council, and whose term of service shall continue two years. An
apportionment shall be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several
counties, for the election of the Council and Representatives, giving to each section
of the Territory representation in the ratio of its population, Indians excepted, as
nearly as may be. And the said members of the Council and House of
Representatives shall reside in and be inhabitants of the district for which they may
be elected. Previous to the first election, the Governor of the Territory shall cause
the census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the several counties in the Territory
to be taken and made by the sheriffs of the said counties, respectively, and returns
thereof made by said sheriffs to the Governor. The first election shall be held at
such time and place, and be conducted in such manner, as the Governor shall
appoint and direct: and he shall, at the same time, declare the number of members
of the Council and House of Representatives to which each of the counties is
entitled under this act. * * *
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every free white male citizen of the United
States, above the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been an inhabitant of
said Territory at the time of its organization, shall be entitled to vote at the first
election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said Territory; but the
qualifications of voters at all subsequent elections shall be such as shall be
determined by the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That the right of suffrage shall
be exercised only by citizens of the United States.
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Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power of the Territory shall
extend to all rightful subjects of legislation; but no law shall be passed interfering
with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shall be imposed upon the property of
the United States; nor shall the lands or other property of non-residents be taxed
higher than the lands or other property of residents. All the laws of the Governor
and Legislative Assembly shall be submitted to, and, if disapproved by the
Congress of the United States, the same shall be null and of no effect.
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township officers and all county officers,
except judicial officers, justices of the peace, sheriffs, and clerks of courts, shall be
elected by the people, in such manner as may be provided by the Governor and
Legislative Assembly. The Governor shall nominate, and, by and with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council, shall appoint, all judicial officers, justices
of the peace, sheriffs, and all militia officers, except those of the staff, and all civil
officers not herein provided for. Vacancies occurring in the recess of the Council
shall be filled by appointments from the Governor, which shall expire at the end of
the next session of the Legislative Assembly; but the said Governor may appoint,
in the first instance, the aforesaid officers, who shall hold their offices until the end
of the next session of the said Legislative Assembly.
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Judicial power of the said Territory shall
be vested in a supreme court, district courts, probate courts, and in justices of the
peace. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and two associate judges,
any two of whom shall be a quorum, and who shall hold a term at the seat of
Government of the said Territory, annually, and they shall hold their offices during
good behaviour. The said Territory shall be divided into three judicial districts; and
a district court or courts shall be held in each of the three districts, by one of the
judges of the supreme court, at such times and places as may be prescribed by law.
The jurisdiction of the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and
original, and that of the probate courts, and of the justices of the peace, shall be as
limited by law: Provided, however, That justices of the peace shall not have
jurisdiction of any matter of controversy, when the title or boundaries of land may
be in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed exceeds fifty dollars. And the said
supreme and district courts, respectively, shall possess chancery as well as
common law jurisdiction. * * *
Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall be an Attorney for the said
Territory appointed, who shall continue in office four years, unless sooner removed
by the President, and who shall receive the same fees and salary as the attorney of
the United States for the Michigan Territory. There shall also be a Marshal for the
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Territory appointed, who shall hold his office for four years, unless sooner
removed by the President, who shall execute all process issuing from the said
courts when exercising their jurisdiction as circuit and district courts of the United
States. He shall perform the same duties, be subject to the same regulations and
penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, as the Marshal of the district court of the
United States for the northern district of the State of New York; and shall, in
addition, be paid the sum of two hundred dollars, annually, as a compensation for
extra services.
Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the Governor, Secretary, Chief Justice and
Associate Judges, Attorney, and Marshal, shall be nominated, and, be with the
advice and consent of the Senate, appointed by the President of the United States.*
* *The Governor shall receive an annual salary of two thousand five hundred
dollars for his services as Governor and as superintendent of Indian affairs. The
said Chief Justice and Associate Judges shall each receive an annual salary of
eighteen hundred dollars. The Secretary shall receive an annual salary of twelve
hundred dollars. The said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, at the Treasury of
the United States. The members of the Legislative Assembly shall be entitled to
receive three dollars each per day, during their attendance at the sessions thereof,
and three dollars each for every twenty miles’ travel in going to and returning from
the said sessions, estimated according to the nearest usually-travelled route. * * *
Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of the said Territory shall
be entitled to, and enjoy, all and singular the rights, privileges, and advantages,
granted and secured to the people of the Territory of the United States northwest of
the river Ohio, by the articles of the compact contained in the ordinance for the
government of the said Territory, passed on the thirteenth day of July, one
thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven; and shall be subject to all the conditions
and restrictions and prohibitions in said articles of compact imposed upon the
people of the said Territory. The said inhabitants shall also be entitled to all the
rights, privileges, and immunities, heretofore granted and secured to the Territory
of Michigan, and to its inhabitants, and the existing laws of the Territory of
Michigan shall be extended over said Territory, so far as the same shall not be
incompatible with the provisions of this act, subject, nevertheless, to be altered,
modified, or repealed, by the Governor and Legislative Assembly of the said
Territory of Wisconsin; and further, the laws of the United States are hereby
extended over, and shall be in force in, said Territory, so far as the same, or any
provisions thereof may be applicable.
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Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the Legislative Assembly of the Territory
of Wisconsin shall hold its first session at such time and place in said Territory as
the Governor thereof shall appoint and direct; and at said session, or as soon
thereafter as may by them be deemed expedient, the said Governor and Legislative
Assembly shall proceed to locate and establish the seat of government for said
Territory, at such place as they may deem eligible, which place, however, shall
thereafter be subject to be changed by the said Governor and Legislative
Assembly. And twenty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any money in the
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, is hereby given to the said Territory, which
shall be applied by the Governor and Legislative Assembly to defray the expenses
of erecting public buildings at the seat of government.
Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That a Delegate to the House of Representatives
of the United States, to serve for the term of two years, may be elected by the
voters qualified to elect members of the Legislative Assembly, who shall be
entitled to the same rights and privileges as have been granted to the Delegates
from the several Territories of the United States to the said House of
Representatives. The first election shall be held at such time and place or places,
and be conducted in such manner, as the Governor shall appoint and direct. The
person having the greatest number of votes shall be declared by the Governor to be
duly elected, and a certificate thereof shall be given to the person so elected.

Chap. LXI—An Act granting the Right of Way, and making a Grant of Land to
the States of Illinois, Mississippi, and Alabama, in Aid of the Construction of a
Railroad from Chicago to Mobile.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the right of way through the public lands be,
and the same is hereby, granted to the State of Illinois for the construction of a
railroad from the southern terminus of the Illinois and Michigan Canal to a point at
or near the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, with a branch of the same
to Chicago, on Lake Michigan, and another via the town of Galena in said State, to
Dubuque in the State of Iowa, with the right also to take necessary materials of
earth, stones, timber, etc., for the construction thereof: Provided, That the right of
way shall not exceed one hundred feet on each side of the length thereof, and a
copy of the survey of said road and branches, made under the direction of the
legislature, shall be forwarded to the proper local land offices respectively, and to
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the general land office at Washington city, within ninety days after the completion
of the same.
Sec 2. And be it further enacted, That there be, and is hereby, granted to the State
of Illinois, for the purpose of aiding in making the railroad and branches aforesaid,
every alternate section of land designated by even numbers, for six sections in
width on each side of said road and branches; but in case it shall appear that the
United States have, when the line or route of said road and branches is definitely
fixed by the authority aforesaid, sold any part of any section hereby granted, or that
the right of preëmption has attached to the same, then it shall be lawful for any
agent or agents to be appointed by the governor of said State, to select, subject to
the approval aforesaid, from the lands of the United States most contiguous to the
tier of sections above specified, so much land in alternate sections, or parts of
sections, as shall be equal to such lands as the United States have sold, or to which
the right of preëmption has attached as aforesaid, which lands, being equal in
quantity to one half of six sections in width on each side of said road and branches,
the State of Illinois shall have and hold to and for the use and purpose aforesaid:
Provided, That the lands to be so located shall in no case be further than fifteen
miles from the line of the road: And further provided, The construction of said road
shall be commenced at its southern terminus, at or near the junction of the Ohio
and Mississippi Rivers, and its northern terminus upon the Illinois and Michigan
Canal simultaneously, and continued from each of said points until completed,
when said branch roads shall be constructed, according to the survey and location
thereof: Provided further, That the lands hereby granted shall be applied in the
construction of said road and branches respectively, in quantities corresponding
with the grant for each, and shall be disposed of only as the work progresses, and
shall be applied to no other purpose whatsoever: And provided further, That any
and all lands reserved to the United States by the act entitled "An Act to grant a
quantity of land to the State of Illinois, for the purpose of aiding in opening a canal
to connect the waters of the Illinois River with those of Lake Michigan, approved
March second, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, be, and the same are hereby,
reserved to the United States from the operations of this act.
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sections and parts of the sections of land
which, by such grant, shall remain to the United States, within six miles on each
side of said road and branches, shall not be sold for less than double the minimum
price of the public lands when sold.
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said lands hereby granted to the said
State shall be subject to the disposal of the legislature thereof, for the purposes
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aforesaid and no other; and the said railroad and branches shall be and remain a
public highway, for the use of the government of the United States, free from toll
or other charge upon the transportation of any property or troops of the United
States.
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if the said railroad shall not be completed
within ten years, the said State of Illinois shall be bound to pay to the United States
the amount which may be received upon the sale of any part of said lands by said
State, the title to the purchasers under said State remaining valid; and the title to
the residue of said lands shall reinvest in the United States, to have and hold the
same in the same manner as if this act had not been passed.
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the United States mail shall at all times be
transported on the said railroad under the direction of the Post-Office Department,
at such price as the Congress may by law direct.
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That in order to aid in the continuation of said
Central Railroad from the mouth of the Ohio River to the city of Mobile, all the
rights, privileges, and liabilities hereinbefore conferred on the State of Illinois shall
be granted to the States of Alabama and Mississippi respectively, for the purpose
of aiding in the construction of a railroad from said city of Mobile to a point near
the mouth of the Ohio River, and that public lands of the United States, to the same
extent in proportion to the length of the road, on the same terms, limitations, and
restrictions in every respect, shall be, and is hereby, granted to said States of
Alabama and Mississippi respectively.
Approved, September 20, 1850.
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