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BACK TO THE FUT!

Class on UT's Segregationist Past Helps Students Deal With Post-Hopwood Present

by JANET ELLIOTT

homas D. Russell says

three events last year

caused him to scrap the

seminar he taught on the

legal history of the 19th-century South

in favor of a subject closer to home —

the legacy of discrimination at the
University of Texas.

One factor was the Hopwood v

Texas reverse<liscrimination case. He

says in reading the eouf't opinions on

; 'ﬂ* E'Bﬁé ‘of ﬂ’l‘e
Seem}ed “s0 dnstanL"

_ty ang this state is something people
. oughtto think about as they debale
T WHEre tmiversity admissions should
+ gointhe next century,” says Russell.ia

prﬂféssur of Jaw and history.
hssell says he also was inspired

- by President Bill Clinton’s effort to

,Start a national dialogue on race,

%}«vﬂuth ‘Wi e 4 %t}f’hrs favorite

T o

“The racial history of this universi-

Stanford Unwermly law prufessnrs,
John Hope Franklin.
But perhaps mest important was
the tenure that Russell received last fall.
“Pre-tenure I wouldn't have taught

mos$ D. Russell'seys his seminar-on UT g school's fight agaist:integration'in thi
1940s wos pmmpled in part by the Hﬂﬂwaadrevﬂse discrimination cose.

this seminar,” says Russell, who offers
the course to law and graduate stu-
dents. Russell says he was not

SEE SEMINAR, PAGE 29
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Seminar Ra’ctles UT's SEgi'egationist Skeletons
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required to get approval from law school administrators to
teach the course.

memos written by prior law school deans on the “interracial |
problem” and crash law school receptions in hopes of find-
ing alumni who might have been around when Houston
postal worker Heman Marion Sweatt helped integrate the
law school in 1950, Sweatt was one of six African-American
students in a first-vear class of about 260, This fall eight
tilacks were among the 475 students who entered the law
school.

Russell brings in Joe B Greenhill, who as first assistant
attorney general in the late 19408 fought Sweatt's effort to
enroll in the law school. Greenhill, 84, says he doesn't know
whether it is helpfisl to focus on the sometimes-ugly past
but that he is glad to share his experiences with the sty
dents.

“] think they begin with the idea that 1 will come out
dressed in a sheet,” says Greenhill a former Texas
Supreme Court chiefl justice who iz of counsel to the
Austin office of Baker & Botts, Greenhill argued against
Thurgood Marshall when the U.S. Supreme Court heard
Sweatt u Painter in 1950, Marshall at the time was a lawyer
for the NAACP and later became a U5, Supreme Court
justice, :

“He comes in and he's the guy,” says Russell of
Greenhill “The students can confront directly the guy who
participated in this famous case.”

Greenhill disarms the students by being “quite charm-
ing and interesting,” adds Russell. He says Greenhill helps
law students think about what will happen when they have
to take a position in court with which they don't personally

agres

Another speaker is Oscar Mauzy, a former Texas
Supreme Court justice. Russell says Mauzy vividly
recounts his remembrances of fellow law student Sweatt. -

Sonya M. Aleman, ajournalism graduate student who is
taking Fussells seminar, says Mauzy was her favorite -
guest.

“It was refreshing to hear such honesty regarding our
past. Everything about him was inspiring,” says Aleman.

Ermest Goldstein, a law faculty member in the 1950s
and 1960s, recalls for students how he helped fight the |
board of regents over integrating the dormitories, At one ¢
paint, Fussell says, the law school dean and all of the facul-
ty threatened to resign en masse if university officials did
not stop harassing Goldstein.

“He's one of the historical figures who wears a white F
hat," says Russell !






